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While the “Western” biomedical narrative led to great breakthroughs, it does not address
adequately cultural expressions of certain pathologies and to adjust for cultural differences.
This present article provides the moral reasons for adopting an alternative intercultural model
of mental health against the colonizing tendencies of the “Western” biomedical narrative.
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Mientras la narrativa biomédica occidental ha significado avances grandes, no aborda de
manera adecuada ni expresiones culturales de ciertas patologias ni se ajusta para diferencias
culturales. Este trabajo proporciona razones morales para adopter un model intercultural
alternativo de la salud mental contra las tendencias colonizadoras de la narrativa biomedical
occidental.
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Embora a narrativa biomédica “ocidental” tenha levado a grandes avancos, ela ndo aborda de
maneira adequada as expressdes culturais de certas patologias e tampouco se ajusta a
diferencas culturais. Este artigo descreve as razdes morais para a ado¢do de um modelo
alternativo intercultural de saide mental que se opde as tendéncias colonizadoras da narrativa
biomédica “ocidental.”

E RGP EERR © 50 K
Elisabeth Purcell, SUNY Oneonta

SRR EMEACH T RMIER AR, (HEIFRATR YHICE LR R STy 5, hEAK
P AL [FME R, A SOR I P SU RS AOR PRI RS B ADE FR R, T BOXT P A4
= 2A B HOGE EABL )



